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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Box Patent Application 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 



Prior to the examination of the above-identified application, please amend the application 
as follows: 

IN THE TITLE 

The title listed on the Declaration and Assignment documents is incorrect and Applicants 
want to be sure the filing receipt is correct. The title is as follows: 

"METHOD OF PREVENTTNG DEFECTIVE GERMINATION OR GROWTH OF 
PLANT" 



IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend claim 7 as follows: 

7. (Amended) The method of preventing defective germination or growth of a plant as 
claimed in [any one of claims 1 to 6,] claim 1, wherein the plant seed encapsulated in an aqueous 
gel capsule is a pelletized seed. 

Please add new claims 8-12 as follows: 

- -8. The method of preventing defective germination or growth of a plant as claimed 
in claim 2, wherein the plant seed encapsulated in an aqueous gel capsule is a pelletized seed.- - 

- -9. The method of preventing defective germination or growth of a plant as claimed 
in claim 3, wherein the plant seed encapsulated in an aqueous gel capsule is a pelletized seed.- - 

- -10. The method of preventing defective germination or growth of a plant as claimed 
in claim 4, wherein the plant seed encapsulated in an aqueous gel capsule is a pelletized seed.- - 

--11. The method of preventing defective germination or growth of a plant as claimed 
in claim 5, wherein the plant seed encapsulated in an aqueous gel capsule is a pelletized seed.- - 

- -12. The method of preventing defective germination or growth of a plant as claimed 
in claim 6, wherein the plant seed encapsulated in an aqueous gel capsule is a pelletized seed.- - 



• ••REMARKS*.* 



By the present Preliminary Amendment, the title has been revised due to a typographical 
error on the Declaration and Assignment documents. The claims have been revised to delete the 
multiple dependency. 

Care has been taken so as to avoid the addition of new matter in the claims. 

Entry of the present Preliminary Amendment prior to the examination of the application 
is respectfully requested. 

In the event applicant has overlooked the need for an extension of time, an additional 
extension of time, payment of fee, or additional payment of fee, applicant hereby petitions 
therefor and authorizes that any charges be made to Deposit Account No. 02-0385, Baker & 
Daniels. 
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ATTACHMENT A 
Clean Copy of Claims as of April 18, 2001 



1 . A method of preventing defective germination or growth of a plant comprising the 

steps of: 

encapsulating one plant seed or a plurality of plant seeds in an aqueous gel capsule; 
refrigerating the plant seeds under the condition that the plant seeds do not germinate; 

and 

sowing the plant seeds. 

2. The method of preventing defective germination or growth of a plant according to 
claim 1 , wherein the size of the plant seed is equal to or less than 1 mm. 

3. The method of preventing defective germination or growth of a plant according to 
claim 1 , wherein the refrigeration is carried out in a dark place. 

4. The method of preventing defective germination or growth of a plant according to 
claim 2, wherein the refrigeration is carried out in a dark place. 

5. The method of preventing defective germination or growth of a plant according to 
claim 3, wherein the plant seed is a seed of alight germinator. 

6. The method of preventing defective germination or growth of a plant according to 
claim 4, wherein the plant seed is a seed of a light germinator. 



7. The method of preventing defective germination or growth of a plant as claimed in 
claim 1 , wherein the plant seed encapsulated in an aqueous gel capsule is a pelletized seed. 

8. The method of preventing defective germination or growth of a plant as claimed in 
claim 2, wherein the plant seed encapsulated in an aqueous gel capsule is a pelletized seed. 

9. The method of preventing defective germination or growth of a plant as claimed in 
claim 3, wherein the plant seed encapsulated in an aqueous gel capsule is a pelletized seed. 

10. The method of preventing defective germination or growth of a plant as claimed in 
claim 4, wherein the plant seed encapsulated in an aqueous gel capsule is a pelletized seed. 

1 1 . The method of preventing defective germination or growth of a plant as claimed in 
claim 5, wherein the plant seed encapsulated in an aqueous gel capsule is a pelletized seed. 

12. The method of preventing defective germination or growth of a plant as claimed in 
claim 6, wherein the plant seed encapsulated in an aqueous gel capsule is a pelletized seed. 



